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At first glance, adherence to these principles might not seem particularly prob-
lematic. However, opposition has been significant. Critics have questioned the 
assumption that it is possible to identify some set of universally acceptable val-
ues or common obligations. Others have gone even further by charging that the 
presumption of a global ethic smacks of cultural imperialism and does not 
account sufficiently for the different ways these ideals might be defined or 
applied in various societies around the globe.25 A good example would be the 
debate surrounding what constitutes basic or universal human rights. This con-
troversy illustrates the difficulty of moving forward to address the challenges 
that lie ahead.

Does the notion of global citizenship pose a threat to national interests and 
potentially undermine the foundation of our current international order? The 
world has been brought closer together through an expanding number of for-
mal and informal networks as well as governmental and nongovernmental 
contacts. The destinies of people across the world have become more closely 
linked, and individual actions—no matter how limited or trivial they may 
appear—can impact others in profound ways. Our consumption of resources, 
our interface with our environment, our efforts to limit the costs of production, 
and our responses to those under siege will go a long way in shaping the world 
of the future.

It can further be argued that at least some of the controversy surrounding 
the idea of global citizenship stems from its terminology. For many propo-

nents, a global citizen implies noth-
ing much more than a globally 
oriented or globally minded person 
who is both sensitive to many of the 
effects of globalization and inter-
ested in some form of personal 
engagement. Rather than posing 
any threat or danger to commonly 
accepted forms of existing citizen-
ship, this view offers the possibility 

for additional outlets for expression and action. Globalization has not ren-
dered national citizenship obsolete. It may be seen as presenting avenues for 
the expression of multiple citizenships that reflect the different stages and 
venues—local, regional, national, global—that many people find themselves 
occupying these days.26

Broader acceptance of this mind-set might, at the very least, help to guard 
against the extreme forms of ethnic nationalism that have characterized so 
many recent conflicts. It could also encourage a greater willingness to seek a 
commonality of purpose when approaching the many vexing problems that 
threaten the tranquility and security of the world. Martha Nussbaum, a leading 
contributor to the discussion of citizenship and a proponent of this more expan-
sive view, strongly suggests the need for cosmopolitan education to enable us to 

How Do You Define  
Your Citizenship?

a.	 local

b.	 regional

c.	 national

d.	 global

e.	 some combination of a, b, c, 
and d

How Do You
Connect?


